History and Scale of Educational Inequalities in Zimbabwe -Timeline

	Period
	Important Highlights
	Source

	1980
	The introduction of free education in government aimed to address historical inequalities in education, but ironically, it also created some unintended consequences that contributed to existing disparities. For instance, urban schools tended to receive more resources and better-qualified teachers, exacerbating rural-urban inequalities.
	https://tinyurl.com/mvnxzzws


	
	primary enrolment increased from 
819,586 in 1979 to 1,235,994 in 1980, rising to over 2,223,000 by 1989. 
In  the  1990s  enrolment  reached  a  peak of 2,493,79l in 1996
primary enrolment increased from 
819,586 in 1979 to 1,235,994 in 1980, rising to over 2,223,000 by 1989. 
In  the  1990s  enrolment  reached  a  peak of 2,493,79l in 1996
Primary enrolment increase 
· 1980-1989: 80.2% increase (1,235,994 to 2,223,000)
· 1989-1996: 12.2% increase (2,223,000 to 2,493,791)
Secondary Enrolment Increase
· 1981-1989: 351.5% increase (148,690 to 670,615)
· 1991-2000: 18.9% increase (710,619 to 844,187)

	https://tinyurl.com/38n7eafh


	
	The decline of public education due to low budgets, teacher exodus, and shortage of educational resources like textbooks in the 1990s left parents and guidance with no option but to move their children to private schools and colleges which have been proven to provide an alternative route to accessing education.
	https://tinyurl.com/78ttbe43


	1982-1987
	Gukurahundi- This significantly contributed to educational inequalities through various issues for instance,1. Destruction of schools: Many schools in Matabeleland and Midlands provinces were destroyed/closed, disrupting education for thousands of students.
2. Teacher displacement: Teachers fled or were forced to leave affected areas, leading to acute teacher shortages. 
	 https://tinyurl.com/mwcsk2f2


	1991-1995
	Economic Structural Adjustment Programs (ESAPs) -With ESAP came the introduction of school fees, examination fees, and other levies that made education less accessible to low-income households. This increased the number of school dropouts due to the inability to pay fees and related costs. 
	https://tinyurl.com/ycyszxk9


	
	The overall result of fee imposition was a decline by as much as 5% in enrolments by children in urban primary schools, despite a growth in the potential school-going population
	https://tinyurl.com/2s4x5byd


	
	· The ESAP sought to reduce the budget deficit hence cuts in education spending were targeted at 8.7% by 1995 from 9. 2% in 1990
·  Allocation to education as a percentage of total recurrent expenditure fell from 39% in 1999 to 21% in 2000
	https://tinyurl.com/42xpn6xz


	1992
	Establishment of Private Tertiary Education- The establishment of private higher education created major inequalities as those children from low-income households could not afford the kind of education private institutions offered.
	https://tinyurl.com/4ah3jhcz 

	1985-2000
	HIV/AIDS Pandemic- HIV spread rapidly in the late 1980s, by 1990 quarter of the adult population in Zimbabwe was infected by the virus. Zimbabwe's severe HIV/AIDS crisis orphaned many children, increasing school dropout rates as the number of child-headed families increased
	https://tinyurl.com/33ab66n2


	
	A survey from Zimbabwe in 2000 found that 31 % of the households interviewed had a child who was not attending school following the death of the mother.
	https://tinyurl.com/nt7yjc3m


	
	In a survey carried out, on absenteeism due to HIV/AIDS-related sickness, Zimbabwe would lose 3.2 % of available teacher and education officer labour each year over the 2000-2010 decade
	https://tinyurl.com/nt7yjc3m


	2000-2008
	Economic crisis- Hyperinflation, food shortages, and economic decline led to:
    - Reduced government spending on education.
    - Increased poverty, forcing families to prioritize basic needs over education. This created educational inequalities based on financial challenges.
	https://tinyurl.com/56yf7wf9


	
	By 2004 more than 50,000 children of informal traders and city squatter families in Zimbabwe had dropped out of school
	https://tinyurl.com/4d3twdzr


	2002
	Introduction of 100% Loan -The government scrapped the educational grants solely funded by tertiary education since Independence. They were scrapped due to several reasons including economic constraints and hyperinflation that reduced the government’s capacity to fund grants. The loan system became a new financing policy that most students could not afford to pay and hence dropped out of school.
	https://tinyurl.com/3zrxxykr 


	2003-2007
	Increased teacher strikes- Repeated strikes over low wages, and poor working conditions disrupted learning, and led to teacher shortages, particularly in rural areas as they migrated to look for greener pastures and others were dismissed by the government due to the prolonged strikes.
	https://tinyurl.com/yc4yzmrw 

	
	The 2002 strike over salary disputes lasted for two weeks 
	https://tinyurl.com/3ywmnwmd


	
	2008-2009 Teachers went on strike protesting hyperinflation and poor salaries.
 This went on for 6 months (interrupted by school closures due to political violence) and school days lost were approximately 180
	https://tinyurl.com/4ncdr5fx


	
	2018-2019 Teacher Strikes: Over wage disputes, poor conditions, and pension reforms.
	https://tinyurl.com/4bcs445r


	2005
	Operation Murambatsvina- A government-led crackdown on informal settlements and markets
displaced thousands, including children, disrupting education. It also destroyed informal schools and educational infrastructure. This increased inequality for children from low-income households.
	https://tinyurl.com/2m8e6b9z 

	2008
	Political Violence- Pre- and post-election violence created a climate of fear, affecting attendance and learning. The violence also displaced families, disrupting education as other students failed to return to school after their families were displaced. This created political party-based inequalities.
	https://tinyurl.com/3aae5yye


	
	More than 10,000 children have been displaced by election violence in Zimbabwe, according to the UN Children's Fund (UNICEF).
	https://tinyurl.com/3aae5yye


	2017
	Varsities cadetship program scrapped- The government scrapped the special cadetship program which paid tertiary education fees for disadvantaged students because they owed large amounts of money hence tertiary institutions could not take the students onboard.
	https://tinyurl.com/5n6vwzaa


	2018
	The government suspended payment of fees for the STEM A’ Level students saying it will be wrapping up the program with students already on its roll. Those who had passed their O’levels and wanted to proceed were disadvantaged.
	https://tinyurl.com/3edy8t9h


	2019-2021
	COVID-19 Pandemic- With the introduction of online learning during this period to reduce spearing the virus. Students from rural areas and low-income households could not learn anything since they did not have access to the internet, electricity, and computers used during online learning. This created a huge inequality gap as other students, especially from private schools continued learning smoothly.
	https://tinyurl.com/yc2a3bex





