Clustering Concerns- 30 September 2024: Educational inequalities in Zimbabwe
Cluster TWO: What do you think are the causes of educational inequality in Zimbabwe?
	Underfunded public Education system
	Uneven resource allocation/ distribution between rural and urban schools

	Social and Cultural Inequalities
	Political and Economic Constraints
	Corruption
	Weak/Poor Infrastructure Development and Human capital

	-Underfunding of Education_ The education sector is significantly underfunded, receiving only 14% of the total budget expenditure in 2023, which is below the recommended 20% threshold. This underfunding affects the distribution of educational resources, particularly in rural areas.
-Poor planning from the Country's National Education board (ZIMCHE)
- Mining takes precedence over all other concerns as such it is a case of mismanagement largely because the children of the decision-makers do not attend the same public schools as everyone else this is why the budget allocation for the Ministry of education has never gone above 15% but Ministries of defense get over 30%.
-Lack of resources and investment in the social sector 
-Economic challenges and political turmoil have affected funding for education and infrastructure, impacting the quality of education. 
-Poor disbursements or allocation of budget to the education department,
-The underfunded education sector
-Lack of adequate government financing.
-Inadequate funding
-the national budget is a reflection of the government's priority and the Ministry of education doesn't get an allocation big enough to breathe life into the education system of the country. 
	-Geographical disparities rural areas have fewer schools and resources
-Disparities Between Rural and Urban Areas_ Rural schools lack proper infrastructure, including classroom blocks, while urban schools have better facilities and resources. This disparity affects the quality of education and access to opportunities.
-Teacher Training and Support_ Insufficient priority is given to teacher training, particularly in poorer areas ². This affects the quality of education and student outcomes. 
-Lack of proper resources distribution 
-Lack of resources particularly in marginalised areas. 
-Poor schools in rural areas
-Poor resource allocation in government schools
-Geographic Location: Urban schools often have better facilities and qualified teachers compared to rural schools, creating a significant disparity.
-These include prioritization of the urban areas over the rural areas
-The guiding policies need to be reviewed. So that it does not only benefit a few individuals. 
-Minimal development of high-density areas
-significant urban-rural divide, where rural areas often receive fewer educational opportunities
-marginalization 
-Inadequate distribution of resources through the country make the standard of education and quality very different between urban and rural areas, high density suburbs and low density suburbs. 
-Government's inability to create funds for the middle class population

-poor resources and infrastructure e,g lack of textbooks,teachers laboratories, equipment, computers, sports facilities 
-The government has failed to provide learning facilities in rural areas
-Lack of political will to improve the lives of people in rural areas
-Rural-urban divide in access to quality education. Urban schools are typically resourced whilst rural
 schools lack basic facilities 
-More resources on women

	-Child marriage rates remain high, driven by poverty and social norms, further limiting educational opportunities.
-Language Barriers_ When the language of instruction differs from students' native tongue
-girls' labour contributions, family, community, and social class also influence educational inequalities 
-Cultural attitudes
-Religions
-cultural practices that are patriarchally favouring the boy child
-Dysfunctional families 
-Archaic cultural practices and beliefs
-social stratification 
-Social norms regarding education e.g patriarchy
-Gender inequality
-Cultural belief that girl children will get married and be part of the husband's family 
-Gender inequality,  family pressure, gender-based violence and early marriage, 
-They are diverse. Socio economic, and upbringing
-patriachy and a culture that stereotypes women
-Our society is highly patriarchal; equality is only on paper by very little done in communities to uplift the educational level of women and girls
-A lot organisations don't recognise boy child they only concern about girl child of which a lot of boys end up using drugs 
-racial disparities 
-Social classes
-knowledge of norms and customs, gender disparities; including gender based violence are some of the contributing factors to educational inequality
-Social- cultural myths are the major cause of inequalities in Zimbabwe-
-Harmful stereotypes and bias 
-Religion
-Misconceptions on the boy child
-Geographical Inequities: Rural schools often lack basic infrastructure, qualified teachers, and resources, creating a significant gap between rural and urban educational experiences. Access to higher education is also more challenging in remote areas. 
	-Weak policy implementation
--Poverty
-Approximately 4.8 million children live in poverty, making it difficult for them to afford educational materials and technology
-Overcharging of tuition fees with the parents having little to no income
-Earnings
-Lack of funds -not everyone affords tuition fees and uniforms

-Economic constraints
-Politics
-widening economic inequality gap
-Political instability
-Economic challenges
-Poor economic performance
-Lack of Political will leading to misplaced priorities
-Government abdicating from its constitutional duty to provide education
-Low income households,
-Lack of money
-,Poor remuneration of teachers
-Unsatisfactory wages for teachers
-Low incomes for parents,
-Lack of money to sponsor education 
-Unstable politics
-Economic Disparities: Poverty limits access to quality schools, resources, and learning materials, particularly in rural areas
-Political Instability 
-Poverty
-Bad economy
-Economic management
-Poor governance
-poor governance of the system leads to distortion of the educational system and leads to educational inequalities.
-Lack of political will from government to adhere to free education
-Economy is not allowing students to thrive,teachers are under paid thereby delivering service without energy 

-Socio-economic disparities, political instability
-Economy and resources
-Economic Disparities: Poverty significantly limits access to quality education, as many families cannot afford school fees, uniforms, or learning materials. This affects rural and low-income urban areas the most, where children drop out or underperform due to financial constraints. 
-Political and Policy Barriers: Inconsistent educational policies, underfunding, and corruption within the education sector lead to unequal resource  allocation, especially between private and public schools. This results in disparities in teacher quality, classroom conditions, and access to technology





	-Corruption
-Corruption 
-Corruption
Corruption
Corruption
-Corruption limits resources available to fund sector.
-corruption is at high rate and its contributing on provide low and inequality education.
- 
-Corruption is also a critical factor because the state is failing to ensure that the companies operating in Hwange plough back into the community to ensure the welfare of the citizens is addressed.
-Zanunization of developmental processes is the cause, our leaders donot care to fight the inequalities of our society, there are departments that receive the bulk of national budget allocations however those Ministries represent only but a minute fraction of our community ie the ministry of defence gets the lions share but we arenot at war. The youths are 67% of the populace but government spending on them indicates that they are not a priority for the second republic of Zimbabwe perhaps due to the fact that our leaders do not send their children to public schools. There is also the issue of poor citizen engagement, the government launched the new education 5.0 without thorough public consultation, the syllabus was tweaked withiut giving concern on whether the change is affordable to the public, over 80% of the schools in Zimbabwe face challenges with accessing the internet bit government introduced the CALA system demonstrating that mismanagement remains a critical stumbling block
	-Digital Divide_ The country's poor information and communication technology infrastructure exacerbates educational inequality. Expensive data tariffs and lack of access to computers and internet connectivity hinder virtual learning
-Inadequate infrastructure
-Poor Infrastructure 
-Poor teacher training and technology
-inadequate sanitation
-Lack of training
-Lack of teaching and learning materials.
-poor implementation of policies and the 5.0 curriculum that dies mot have enough equipment and expertise to enforce it
-Poor infrastructure in government school
-Lack of knowledge on the value of education 
-shortages of teachers
-poor infrastructure and inadequate resources in schools.
-Teachers and lecturers that are more skilled are leaving Zimbabwe to look for better opportunities. 
-The quality of Education - a modularized system where students are learning for 2 - 3 weeks and prepare for examinations produces half-baked graduates.
-Teacher incapacity
-Lack of reliable data to produce consistent and effective training module, understanding the needs and challenges parents and guardians 
-There is a critical lack of skills development programmes to bridge to equip out of school Youths who fail to pass their ordinary level exams


-Inadequate facilities 
-Lack of proper educational infrastructure 
-Outdated buildings
-poor school buildings. 
-The schools we have are very far most if not all have no essential infrastructure
-Most of our schools lack basic infrastructure we don't have labs and no teachers for STEM lessons
-The area lacks proper educational infrastructure, with some schools operating from makeshift facilities such as abandoned beer halls and backyard garages ¹. This compromised learning environment hinders students' ability to receive quality education, ultimately affecting their future prospects.
-Lack of proper infrastructure and materials results in poor overall performance of learners.
-The declining standard in the public education
system has created an opportunity for private education entrepreneurs. Zimbabwe is witnessing a proliferation of private schools at all levels. Common characteristics for some of these privately run schools are; exorbitant tuition fees, poorly ventilated, inappropriate infrastructure for learning - ranging from residential houses, farm houses, factories etc. converted to classrooms.
-My community lacks adequate schools, from preschools to secondary schools
-Lack of resources and worn out infrastructure also affects quality of education 
-Children with disabilities have limited access to proper education, resources and infrastructure that suits their disabilities.
-Often children have to travel long distances to access quality education or academic support facilities such as libraries Hwange as a  town only has a single library for a population of 65000+ 
-Digital Divide_: The area's poor ICT infrastructure and expensive data tariffs limit access to virtual learning, further exacerbating educational inequality



	-Lack of resources and underfunding
-Unemployment of parents
-Lack of priority by the central government, revenue is generated from the District but it is poured into the hands of capitalists who continue to use the concessionary rights to assume pseudo local authority status but still neglect to service the developmental responsibilities assigned to local authorities.
-Insufficient funding allocated to the educational sector 
	Where we are its in Matebeleland and its rocky noone has wanted to invest in our land also the assumption that we don't want to be educated 
-Geographical Inequities: Rural schools often lack basic infrastructure, qualified teachers, and resources, creating a significant gap between rural and urban educational experiences. Access to higher education is also more challenging in remote areas. 
	
	-Monetized education system
 -Lack of funding
-financial status of households.
-High school fees
-Some people cannot afford good schools like others and end up in makeshift and funny schools

	-Centralized control: Top-down decision-making limits community involvement and innovation. -Corruption: Embezzlement and nepotism undermine education sector resources.
	





