Clustering Concerns- 30 September 2024: Educational inequalities in Zimbabwe
Cluster ONE: How do educational inequalities affect the individual and the community around you?
	Livelihoods and Social Security
	Economy and Missed opportunities
	Lack of quality education
	Societal Misconceptions

	-school dropouts
-drug abuse
- Frustration
-Lack of engagement
-Increased crime and violence
-Child marriages
-Social disintegration and rise of crime rates
-Teen pregnancies
-Early child marriages
-Limited education hampers employability

	-Reduced economic opportunities
-perpetuating poverty
-socioeconomic disparities
- Poverty
-Poverty
- Poverty
- It exacerbates other issues such as social and economic outcomes. 
-educational disparities can hinder economic growth

	-Unequal access to quality education 
-It affects me at large due to the lack of resources like books and the Internet 
-It limits the access to quality education
-Poor learning materials for schools in less privileged communities like mine and many others 

	-I am forced to always be on the lookout for the girl child be it my daughters or not
- Education inequalities are defined by which family you were born in. It's sad
- Emotionally, I am traumatized when I see vulnerable girls and boys who could have benefitted from education to break cycles of poverty failing to do so 
-Not everyone can have a fair opportunity to succeed in life


	-limiting social mobility.
-Uneducated or undereducated individuals may turn to crime due to lack of opportunities.
. The costs associated with the pursuit of an education are prohibitive to individuals such as I am - orphans. My parents passed on when I was younger and with that, my challenges increased, I had to start working at a tender age to supplement my grandmother’s finances so that they could pay for my fees and also put food on the table. It is because of this that it took me longer than most to attain a degree because I had to defer a series of times, it took me 5 years to attain a degree that others secured in 4years. I failed to further secure post-graduate training and this also impacted my professional life because I graduated in my 30s whereas others I started with had already entered the market, this made me an unfavorable candidate because I was old yet my resume had very little relevant experience and I further struggled with catching up to the new developments within the field.
	-Low educational achievement leads to lowered economic prospects later in life
-perpetuating cycles of poverty, and contributing to broader social and health disparities


-it reduces opportunities for skills development hence stunting my economic growth prospects
-Currently, we have fee hikes at my institution, and we have educational trips which are only attended by students who have paid half the fees and these trips also contribute to our final examination marks.
-I see how educational disparities impact my community. When some students lack access to advanced courses or extracurricular activities, it not only hinders their personal growth but also affects the overall development of our society. This creates a cycle where those without adequate education struggle to break free from poverty, which ultimately impacts us all.
The lack of funding and resources has negatively impacted me by preventing me from having access to quality schooling and understanding. It has also prevented me from continuing to the next level since the system will not register you if you're not paid up, so I am unable to proceed to the next level of education

	-Many fail to enrol, write their examinations, and have decent learning environments
-It's very difficult to pursue a tertiary program of choice due to limitations in funds
-I never had access to a good education. I've faced problems like old textbooks, unqualified teachers
-It affects how our residents in the peri urban and urban communities of Bulawayo access quality education. 
-Shortage of teachers affects us because our kids there pass rate is very low. 
-limit access to quality education
-Failing to get qualifications on time
-young girls and boys are let down because they can't access a basic computer missing out on educational opportunities
-It excludes me from attending the best schools and or colleges we have in our urban areas and globally.
-Shortage of teachers
-I am forced to take my kids to a school that is 20km away because nearby schools do not have the best infrastructure and human resources which in turn make the quality of education poor. 
-In our schools, all qualified STEM teachers don't stay, we end up going for 3 terms without essential teachers



	- Looking for a specific trade is limiting
-dreams fade away for many as they fail to participate, innovate, and contribute to society due to educational inequality.
-It affects me when looking for a job 
-It isn't easy to see the children of the rich excelling while some children are not even afforded basic education. 
-There is a lot of discrimination especially when you get pregnant and try to go back to school
-Due to gender triple roles .... most females are school dropouts. For me due to these duties, l was always late for school, my focus mostly at school was on my younger sibling well well-being because our culture believes that the youngest child is the firstborn's responsibility and l happen to be the eldest. Also, l was interested in agriculture for my practical but because l am a woman l was forced to do fashion and fabrics so that l would be able to sew my husband's clothes if they were torn out

	-relatives failed to proceed to tertiary education as they could not raise the required fees
Communication problems 
-hindering personal and professional growth
-Drug abuse
-our kids will definitely be less qualified for certain things as they grow
-Girl child pushed to child marriage and future is marred
-My career options and opportunities are limited and even in terms of income not guaranteed a well paying job 
-Poor remuneration 
-Due to different educational standards in schools im forced to put my child in a private school and it strains my finances
-Educational inequality also reduces community engagement and civic participation.
	-Wi-Fi access at school is only accessed by students who have paid half of the fees for registration. I can't access the Wi-Fi to do my assignment researches due to this barrier and if I pay the fees later there's no compensation for that time lost. 
-Educational inequality is a pervasive issue that plagues my community, perpetuating cycles of poverty, socioeconomic disparities, and limited opportunities. 
-inadequate education hinders local economic growth and innovation
-more poverty 
-Creates knowledge gap. It contributes to a lack of knowledge and skills thus we fail to create a learned and intelligent generation that contributes to the gross development of our country. 
-no development 
-Often the lack of education leads to high unemployment rates and in the case of the recently landed Chinese 
	-Young people from rural areas do not have adequate education compared to the ones from an urban context.
-The community has no access to adequate resources especially in marginalised communities hence leading to differences in educational success of learners 
-As a parent who earns very little its hard to take my child to advance schools to get the best education with operational facilities that are unavailable in high density areas.
-Having to pay extra lessons for my children to learn effectively as some stuff is only taught in extra lessons. 
-Overcrowding in classrooms resulting in health challenges. Easy spreading of viruses eg covid 19 & flue




	-Mentally
-the problem of inequality has negatively impacted young people especially those at school through widening gap between students and hinder their ability to reach their full potential 
-I had limited opportunities to develop academically
-I am unable to access adequate sexual health information due to my low literacy levels

-They do not provide equal opportunities everyone. 
-as a woman i then lack support to pursue education or advance studies
-Due to stereotyping and bias in education girls are often made to believe that they are not good at math or science thereby limiting them to inferior degrees 


	-Young people face the challenges of dropping out of school, especially in tertiary education. 
-It has promoted unfair chances of gaining meaningful employment
-Many fail to enrol, write their examinations, and have decent learning environments
he lack of an ease of access to educational facilities coincides with the spike in juvenile delinquency within the community, and the absence of after-school support programs is a factor that leads to the high juvenile recidivism levels in Hwange Urban some are now heads of drug syndicates others are involved in copper theft too both of which contribute immensely to the social woes plaguing Hwange communities. 
	investments this is a challenge because the Chinese hire the unskilled in order to pay them less but overuse them while exposing them to occupational hazards a qualified individual would be better poised to identify and mitigate.
-Lower economic productivity




	-It limits me from accessing quality education like the privileged students 
-I am unable to pay fees on time. Hence limiting my educational advancement
-well me as an advocate this issue is highly affecting me when young people ending up not giong to school because of their background. 




	-Girls are not encouraged to go to school because of the gender dynamics. My mom had to sacrifice a lot for me to go to school
-They create barriers that make it harder to advance in my career and fully participate in global discussions on law, sustainability, and climate advocacy.
-We witness high suicide rates particularly amongst youths engaged in drug abuse.
-The disparity in educational access creates a challenge for communities adjacent to mining some include the extortion of job seekers some are asked for money to secure jobs, some sell their livestock, and in the case of women sextortion is the challenge that has left scores of young women single mothers or infected with STIs 

	-We have less opportunity as girls
-There are only two universities in my province, this limits my ability to pursue post graduate trainings. This forces me as a brother to elect sending my siblings to a boarding school that is 100 kilometres away to access basic education and simultaneously puts a strain on my finances as I support my siblings in their academic journey
-child marriages, child prostitution and child labour
-People are now doing drugs and other bad stuff

	-Unemployment rates become high thereby prompting poverty
-Exposure to opportunities is limited according to class
-
Limited trades owing to educational inequalities hinder community progress as the search to fill these gaps becomes a long and expensive process. 
-Well not every one can afford basic school tuition and extra curriculum activities. This has hindered broad career choices.

	school are not affordable and accessible to everyone.
-educational inequalities affect us by limiting access to quality education,
-It does not provide everyone with equal opportunities and access to information compared to others.


	-Well I have gone to the best schools my parents could afford I'm comfortable 
-The educational inequalities in Zimbabwe create a bottleneck for young women such as myself, they limit our ability to access equal job opportunities
-It damaged my future 
-As a student in a tertiary institution, educational inequality in Zimbabwe have been affecting me in attaining academic freedom since students with affluent backgrounds have better access to resources, technology, and different opportunities


	-Limited opportunities
-Create individual conflict and disparities at large
-By the fact that some of my relatives that live in rural areas receive substandard educations, which leads them with no hope in life. So at the end I'm one of those expected to assist.
-Limited employment opportunities  
-young girls in the rural context as they fail to attend classes due to menstrual poverty. This has led to girls skipping schools for a number of days because they don’t have adequate resources
-This has attributed to high poverty levels and lack of job opportunities for young people. 


	
	face with equipping teachers are fully prepared to ensure early childhood education is a guarantee for learners living with disabilities;
-Some children don't get adequate knowledge and education 
-Only a fraction of the schools in my town have teachers qualified to meet the needs of the challenged learners enrolled in their schools, this creates a gap for young learners to access education
	-Well educational inequality affects me through inequality by social stratification and inequality by parental occupation. My mother who is a single parent and a hair dresser, is the one responsible for my tuition at university. This has proven to be a burden in the sense that the amount of money that she makes through her job can't be equated with school tuition hence l experience educational inequality.
-gender equity and inclusion in some instances the schools are located far from the communities and due to my challenge I cannot walk like the other children this mounted pressure on my parents to ensure I received private transport because the schools didn't have buses to transport us from our wards to school and back.

	-Many teenagers and youth end up dropping out of school or Universities
-In the colonial era,most of us became menial workers because our fathers were farmworkers the white man only needed labour in the farms
-A lot of young people are venture into drugs
-Language barriers due to diverse population 
-limiting access to opportunities and resources I need for personal and professional growth
-forgo higher education, and struggle financially
-I lacked access to funding to pursue higher education as such I am stuck in blue collar jobs



	
	-Lack of proper learning materials means less children will get higher test scores which will later determine our future careers.
This can lead to overcrowding, unsanitary conditions, scarce learning materials, outdated technology, and more
-Teacher shortages and high turnover affecting quality of education 
-Creates knowledge gap. It contributes to a lack in knowledge and skills thus we fail to create a leaned and intelligent generation that contribute to the gross develop of our country. 
	-There is imbalance as the girl child is being seen as more important than us the boy child so I couldn't finish school
-Growing up in an under-resourced community, I've experienced firsthand the impact of educational inequality. Limited access to quality education and resources has made it harder for me to achieve my goals. I've struggled with self-doubt, felt left behind by my peers, and worried about my future prospects. Educational inequality has made me realize that my potential is often determined by my zip code, rather than my abilities. I'm committed to breaking this cycle and advocating for equal access to education for all
-Generally as students living with disabilities are excluded from extra curricula activities at school


	-Uneducated resort to becoming social misfits in the like of taking drugs, alcoholics, thieves, robbers etc 
-Most girls drop out of school and end up as child brides
-Low income
-Most young people can not pursue their chosen careers because of lack of funds
-Most girls now use unsafe menstrual 
products thereby affecting their health. 
-Most parents are failing to pay extra lessons for Children to learn, others failing to pay school fees in USD as some schools demand because they do not have access to USD since they paid their wages in ZWG
	
	
	-It also erodes trust in institutions, particularly schools and government. When community members feel that education is not serving their needs, they become disillusioned with the system.
-Most girls do not have white collar jobs and they’re left to caregivers 
-Some children don't get adequate knowledge and education .
-We will be creating a dull and less educated generation 
-People end up having low self esteem 
-It has led to mental poverty.
-It causes discrimination and disputes -

	-More crimes and misbehaviours in my community
-It leads to some youths being addicted to drugs and alcohol because they cannot deal with life problems

	
	
	-I am from the high density surburb with a mindset of education being the key to success. I am also invested in Youth Empowerment hence seeing how great marginalized of basic education is towards children is disheartening. Education is their hope hence the number of children dropping out from school while the few from high density surburbs who make it through still fail to access higher education and pursue their dreams, so many skills lost as a country and lots of livelihoods get trapped in the cycle of poverty . Inclusive , equitable and quality is essential irrespective of class, gender or ethnic background.

	
	
	
	-High illiteracy rate of the girl child


	. 
	
	
	-In Stapleford's farming communities secondary education is a luxury that most girls can only dream of. Most are dropping out at Grade 7 as their guardians' meagre earnings can't send them further, and the cumulative effect is early and child marriages that have been normalized 
-Some ladies have not been given the chance to proceed to Advanced level after Ordinary level.

	
	
	
	-Most of us here end up becoming subsistence farmers and are already poor because of these challenges
-fewer women are confident and fewer can assert their rights
-Having grown up in that era we never saw the importance of sending our children to school further going round in poverty 
-Women and girls are only valued as unpaid care workers, at 15-16 most girls end up getting married rather than go to school



